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FIDELITY TO THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION, 


THE DUTY AND INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE. 


Jaiab xxvi. 15, 16. 


THOU HAST INCREASED THE NATION, o LORD; THOU 
HAST INCREASED THE NATION, THOU ART GLORI- 


FIED 3 THOU HAST REMOVED (EXTENDED) IT FAR © 


UNTO ALL THE ENDs OF THE EARTH. 


LORD, IN TROUBLE HAVE THEY VISITED THEE, THEY 
POURED OUT A PRAYER WHEN THY CHASTENING 
WAS UPON THEM.. 


« 


Tur proſperity of a nation depends ef. 


ſentially on religion. The intereſts of. 
communities are under the direction and 
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controul of the ſame Providence which 
regulates the Tot of individual men. Pub- 
lic bleſſings, therefore, are to be ſought 
and obtained from that heavenly Father, 
who knows how to give good gifts to his 
children. When he giveth quietneſs, who 
then can make trouble ? and when he hideth 
his face, who then can behold him, whether 
it be done againſt a —_ or againſt a man 
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The connection of religion with the 
public welfare, can be traced in many in- 
ſtances in the hiſtory of nations; and, leſt 
mankind ſhould overlook this principle, 
which they are ſo deeply concerned to re- 
ſpect, God has condeſcended to unfold. 
this part of his plan, and to explain it, for 
the benefit of the human race. In the ſe- 
ries of diſpenſations towards the Jewiſh 
nation, inſpired prophets were ſent in 
ſucceſſion, to point out this connection 
through the whole detail of Providence. 

| 8 The 


E375 
The people received regular warning of 
the evils which approached, as often as 
corruption became general among them; 
and they obtained the aſſurances of deli- 
verance and favour when they repented, 
put away the evil of their doings, and re- 
turned to the ſervice of God. Events 
confirmed the words of the inſpired meſ- 
ſengers ; and the records of Divine reve- 
lation contain this hiſtory of Providence 
under a viſible manifeſtation : Now. all 
theſe things happened unto them for enſam- 
ples : and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 


The judicial arm of che Lord, which 
is ſtretched out over the nations, is not 
In other cafes thus viſibly exhibited ; but 
it is to be ſpiritually diſcerned. The 
principle of the Divine Providence 1s fub- 
ſtantially the ſame in all caſes: in ſo far 
as to ſhew his faithful mercies to the up- 
right; to make public reformation the 

1 2 - ſource 


f 
t 
4 
e; 


[6 ] 


ſource of public ſafety ; to make righte- 


ouſneſs èxalt a nation; and to ſend ruin 
and. reproach. on a finful people, 


The words of the text, which were 
ſpoken of the Jewiſh State, may, in their 
ſpirit, and according to the analogy of 
Providence, be happily applied to this 
nation, which God has increaſed; and 
they ſhew the propriety of the duties to 


which our gracious and pious. Sovereign 
requires our attention on this day ;—in the 


time of trouble to offer unto God the u- 

nited devotions of a whole people, and to 
pour out a prayer when his chaſtening 
hand is upon us. | 


Sod has increaſed and extended the 


empire of Britain. It has long held the 


firſt rank among the nations of Europe : 
it has poſſeſſed a weight in the ſcale of 
human affairs, and a power in the great 
political ſyſtem, which has been felt in 


every 


Lp 


every quarter of the globe. Britain has 
been, for ſome ages, and ſtill is, the centre 
and ſpring of the commercial tranſactions 
of mankind; it is the ſtorehouſe of the 
nations, to which they bring their mer- 


chandiſe, and the productions of every 
climate; and from which they draw thoſe 
manufactures, which are ſuited to the va- 
rious demands of every people on all the 


ſhores of the Atlantic, the . and 


Pacific oceans, 


From what cauſes has our Iſland attain- 
ed to all this eminence? and how has the 
coy heart of Commerce been won to fix 
her abode in England? Recollect her 
hiſtory, and you will know, ſhe is wed- 
ded to Freedom, and with Freedom only 
will ſhe dwell. 


Proportioned to conſtitutional liberty, 
and the ſecurity of property, commerce 
has been ſucceſliyely eſtabliſhed in Pheni- 


cia, 
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cia, in Egypt under the Greek princes, in 
Genoa, in Venice, in Holland. But in 
England, from the period of 'the Revolu- 
tion, when the Britiſh Conſtitution. was 
defined and ſecured, the ſingular political 
advantages of this country, has fixed the 
commercial ſyſtem almoſt excluſively to 
centre in our Iſland. The excellence of 
our Conftitution has done more ; it has 
not only attracted commerce to our 
ſhores, but it has raiſed the commercial 
ſyſtem, in the ſcene of human affairs, to 
a magnitude which is beyond all exam- 
ple in the experience of the world. The 
eighteenth century has beheld commerce, 
under that perfect liberty and ſecurity 
which characteriſes its central ſtation, 
working with a grandeur, and an extent 
of enterprize, which has given a new 


ſpring to the arts and induſtry of the hu- 


man race, and formed a bond of connec- 
tion and intercourſe, which embraces this 
yhole globe. i 


Here 
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Here is a proof, from fact, of the ex- 
cellence of the Britiſh Conſtitution; which 
ſhould put to filence and to ſhame the ht- 
tle politicians and 1nnovators of the day, 
who preſume to-touch the grand machine 
with the hand of ignorance, and think 
they can reform the work of their maſ- 
ters, by breaking the ſprings, and tearing 
the wheels from their places. 


The great commercial ſyſtem, though 
a ſplendid effect of Britiſh liberty, is nei- 
ther the only nor the principal benefit 
which we derive from that conſtitution 


which the ſons of miſchief now threaten 


to aſſail, and in behalf of which we come 
this day to crave the protection of God.- — 
Let us therefore conſider, 


I, The Bleſſings which we r as a 


People. 
II. The Reaſons of Alarm at this nen 
III. The Grounds of Hope.” e 


IV. The Means of Safety. 


I. 
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It is not my intention to enter Upon 
any deep diſquiſition on the principles of 
government j chat ſubje@ has ecertiſed the 


genius of the greateſt philoſophers WO 
have adorned the human character; And 
Fuck men, after many years of ſtudy aid 


reflection, have confeſſed themſelves Hot 
more than equal to an engagement ſo ex- 


tenſive and fo profound. The ſcience of 
government demands ffi activate know 


ledge of the human heart; a chofbugh c- 


quaintance with general Hiſtory, with the 


ſources and conſequences of revolutiöns, 
and bf the meaſures adopted « by "Btateſ- | 
mei in various ages. It requires a pene- 
tratiiig diſeriminàtion of ndtibnal charac- 
ters; and an experienced ſagacity in the 
application of means to ends: it fec quires | 
the applicatiofi of 6 niind WIch Ki 
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l againſt prejudice in favour of an- 
cient errors, and againſt a headlong en- 
thuſiaſm in favour of projected innova- 
tions. | 


| Theſe views of the qualities requiſite 
for ſound political ſpeculation are not al- 
ways reſpected as they ought, Men half 
informed, and men uninformed, take up 
the ſubject of the government of nations, 
as if it were the play of children, or the 
- evening's amuſement of a club; or as if it 
were ſummed up in the repetition of a 
few terms of art, ſuch as rage, repre- 
ſentation, convention, ſection, bulletin, and 
order of the day. All this might paſs with- 
out notice, if the men meant no more than 
a harmleſs diſplay of their ſcience and e- 
locution: but when, from the force of 
theſe terms, as premiſes, they infer the in- 
ſufficiency of the Britiſh Conſtitution to 
the public happineſs, and when, from the 
illumination of theſe premiſes, they teach 
* che 
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the people to be diſcontented with their 
If condition, difloyal to their Sovereign, and 
| ungrateful to their God, there is evil and 
[| wrong reared upon ignorance and folly. 
They ſet up for maſters in a ſcience, of 
which they know not the principles; and 
they fix on particular points in a great 
fyRein. as blemithes, becauſe they can- 
not diſcern the relation of the parts to 
che whole: Like the fly in the fable, 
which had perched upon the cornice of 
the temple, and whoſe - microſcopic eye 
could take in only the ſpace of a few 
inehes of the carved work around the 
ſpot where he fat; remarking there che 
inequalities of the ſurface, pronounced 
the whole building to be irregular and 
uſeleſs; and exclaimed, chat it ought to be 
pulled down, and a proper edifice reared. 
in its _— 2 architects of his own tribe. 


Men of reflection have ddlivered; as the 
reſult of their i inquiries into the forms of 
; | govern 
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government, ſome obſervations, which are 
ſufficiently perſpicuous, and which may 
be ſtated from this place, without attempt- 
ing to fathom the depths of the ſcience. 


All the governments on earth may be 
reduced to three primitive forms, exiſting 
either ſingly, or combined: the govern- 
ment by one perſon, er by a few, or by the 
many. The firſt is termed Monarchy, the 
ſecond Ariſtocracy, the third Democracy. 
Each of theſe forms has its advantages, 
vantages of a fimple and abſolute Monar- 
chy, ace; Wat, it aolleche the public forge 
to a point, and can at all times act with 
gour. Its di ſadvantages are, that the in- 
di vidual ſubject is nothing in the ſyſtem; 
that his intereſt and comfort are apt to be 

overlooked; and that the Prince, unleſs 
he is wile and juſt above the uſual ſtand- 
ard of humanity, is tempted to commits 
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or to connive at oppreſſion, in various 
forms, in eee out * favourite 
ſchemes. „e e DAs Ii 
FE e or Ph ova * 
the Few, who are of courſe the men of 
the higheſt rank, and of the beſt educa- 
tion in the State, poſſeſſes the advantage 
of wiſdom in the adminiſtration of affairs, 
in attending to the true intereſt of che 
nation reſpecting tranſactions with other 
States, and in applying the moſt proper 
means for accompliſhing the ends in view. 
The diſadvantages of this form are, that 
the ends which the rulers have in view, 
may be wicked, and for this the Conſtituu 
tion provides no remedy: that the Nobles, 
who poſſeſs all power, are fubject to che 
temptations of faction and cabal: that the 
people ſuffer by the vices and diviſions of 
their maſters,» who are always ready to 
unite in the point of oppreſſion, and in 2 
that _ 
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A Democracy, or the gevernment of 
the Many, poſſeſſes, as its advantages, an 
univerſal and perpetual attention to civil 
liberty, and a jealous inſpection of the 
public adminiſtration, which renders its 
officers cautious in the diſcharge of their 
truſt. Its diſadvantages are, that it is 
unſteady in its meaſures, ſubjected to all 
the fluctuations of opinion; that perſonal 
ſafety depends upon the popularity of the 
day; that the moſt violent and unprin- 
cipled demagogues often take the lead in 
the State; that juſtice is borne down by 
tumultꝭʒ that the beſt and moſt enlight- 
ened: eitizens are expoſed to the moſt im- 
minent peril; and that it can only be to- 
lerable either in a ſmall State, or among 
a people ſo perfectly virtuous in their 
own principles, individually and univer- 
ſally, as Exceeds by: much the ſtandard 
of any nation within the n of © 
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A profound hiſtorian and politician in 
ancient times, meditati ng upon theſe pri- 
mitive forms of government, conceved the 


great idea, that from a combination of the 


three in one ſyſtem, the moſt perfect of all 
poſſible governments might be formed; 
but thought himſelf obliged to check his i- 
magination inthis beautiful viſion, from an 


impreſſion, that the ſcheme was too perfect 


ever to be admitted into human affairs. 


We are entitled to detach chis fubject 
from the difficulty which arreſted the 


ſpeculations of the ancient ſage, and to 


mark, as an evident and obvious conclu- 
ſion, that if there is a government on 
earth which does combine and retain all 


the good which is ſcattered through the 
three primitive forms, and avoid ſafely 


and completely the peculiar evils of each, 
that is the government under which a 
wiſe man would wiſh that himſelf and 
his family might live; to paſs the time 
| | 1 


1 


of their ſojourning on earth in peace, 
and, under its influence, to give thanks 
without ceaſing to God. | 
A government which poſleſſes an eſ- 
ſential Monarchy, in its vigour, its deci- 
ſion, and its unity of exertion 3 which at 
the ſame time poſſeſſes a real Ariſtocracy, 
exerciſing completely its wiſdom and ex- 
perience in the public ſervice; and which 
enjoys alſo a conſtitutional Democracy, 
on the baſis of election; is every thing 
that can be wiſhed in political arrange- 
ments. The Three Eſtates form, of courſe, 
the balance of power; and that balance, 
operating on each branch reſpectively, 
preſerves the public weal at all hands. 


Such is the Conſtitution of Britam: in 
which is realized, that which Philoſophy 
had beheld afar off, but had not dared to 
hope for; that union, in one ſyſtem, of 
the good which human governments 
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can yield; while it ſtands eſſentially guard- 
ed, by the particular and the general in- 
tereſts of all concerned, from the evils 
which unavoidably attach themſelves to 


other forms. 


During the long ſtruggles which pre- 
ceded this happy eſtabliſhment, the ba- 
lance ſhifted at different times, and gave 
predominance to the oppoſite extremes. 
The Princes of the Houſe of Stuart laid 
claim to abſolute and unlimited power, 
and were repulſed by the reſiſtance 
of the people, when the laſt neceſſi- 
ty rendered reſiſtance juſt. Then the 


Democracy ſeized the whole power; till 


they were convinced of the fatal error, by 
their ſufferings. Again the Stuarts were 
inveſted with every thing by/the nation, 
when Republican violence had broke its 
heart. At length the true ſources: of free- 
dom, law, and order, were fully diſco- 
vered, in the ſyſtem of Mixed Govern- 

ment; 
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Since that time, formidable attempts 
have been twice made to reſtore'the'anctent 
deſpotiſm, on the claim of indefeafible 
richt. Our fathers were not deluded by 
the ſound”; they indignantly rejected the 
chim}"and were true to the liberties of 
' their country. In our day; we” hear the 
cry of à faction, on the oppoſite extreme, 
who wifh to force upon the heads of Bri- 
totis the blood-ſtained cap of Republican- 
Iſis; under the pretence of impreſcriptible 
right to miſery; which the French philo- 
 ſophers have juſt diſcovered in behalf of 
All Mankind. But, leaving the impreſcrip- 
lible right on the one ſide, and the inde- 
feaſible right on the other, in the regions 
'of impoſture and of contempt, we are fa- 
risfletd to be happy under equal laws, and 
cohſtitutional freedom. For above an 
% Der, d Ae hundred 
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hundred years this has been the inheri- 
tance of Britons; and before we will med- 
dle with thoſe that are given to change, 
or permit our children to be robbed of 
what our fathers charged us to tranſmit 
ſafely into their hands, we will examine 
the worth of the ſubject, and conſider 
n it regularly yields. 


| | Vader the Britiſh Conftitution, the peo- 
ple of this land enjoy religious liberty. 


At the period of the Revolution, the 
Church was eſtabliſhed by law, in that 
form which the great body of the nation 
preferred. By this eſtabliſhment, a com- 
petent number of teachers are provided, 
and maintained from funds legally ſet 
apart for that purpoſe. They are ſta- 
tioned ſeparately over the whole extent 
of the kingdom, in ſuch manner, that, in | | 
the remoteſt diſtricts, the people have the 2 
means of public worſhip and inſtruction 
brought 
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brought home to their dwellin 83, without. 
trouble or expence ; while it is obvious, | 
that, if no fuch eſtabliſhment had been 
provided, many extenſive regions in this 
kingdom muſt have been left in profound 
ignorance, which their Poverty would 
| have rendered irremediable. 


This eſtabliſnment 1s fairhfully protect- 
ed by the laws of the land: But it is not 
excluſively protected. The ſpirit of the 
Conſtitution, juſt, as well as liberal, re- 
ſpects the privilege of private judgment, 
and the rights of conſcience, whether well 
or ill informed in individual men. The 
Laws of this country ſay to the members 
of the Eſtabliſhment, © We have provided 
teachers for you, and be ye contented. 
But, mark the terms : Ye ſhall not compel 

any of your fellow- ſubjects to join you: 
diſſenters ſhall not be permitted to invade 
your privileges ; ; but neither-ſhall you in- 
cerfere with heir ri ights: they: are as much 
| Coz | -* Tas 
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under the protection of law as you are: 
no man ſhall dare to moleſt them in their 
ſeparate aſſemblies; their altars are as 
inviolable as yours; It is here lawful to 
be a diſſenter. | | 


This is religious liberty unequalled; 


and our Eſtabliſhment, far from being 


a domineering or intolerant confederacy, 1s 
only a wiſe proviſion, that, to the country 


at large, inſtruction ſhall be offered'; that 


to the Nr, the Goſpel ſhall be en 


Further Under ho Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion, tha- people of this country enjay 
perſonal ſafety. This great bleſſing, the 


foundation of comfort in civil life, is poſ- 


ſeſſed alike by the higheſt and the loweſt 


in this land, in a degree of perfection 
which cannot be exceeded by any poſſible 


arrangements of human. wiſdom. The 
whole laws to which we are amenable, 


are Fe known, The rulers dare 


not 
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not oppreſs; the individuals dare not in- 
jure. We cannot ſuffer confinement but 
according to law: we cannot be puniſh- 
ed, but upon conviction of crime, by the 
verdict of a Jury. This alſo is our inhe- 


rxitance. 


| Again—The ſubjects of this nation 
enjoy liberty of action, of ſpeech, and of 
writing. Every man, here, is maſter of 
his own time, of his own. means, of his 
own conduct. He may be buſy, or he 
may be idle; he may employ his ſub.. 
ſtance according to his diſcretion, or ac- 
cording to his indiſcretion; he may con- 
duct himſelf and his affairs wiſely or 
fooliſhly; he is free to do every thing 
that is good, and every thing that is 
harmleſs to others: but, he muſt not go 
tarther, The law will not permit him to 
hurt his neighbour; for this reaſon, that 
his neighbour is under its protection as 
well as he. To make liberty ſecure, ir is 

neceſlary 
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neceſſary that there ſhould be reſtraint. 
This is the end of law; and the character 
of good law 1s, that it interpoſes its bar- 
riers againſt harm, and againſt that only; 
ſecuring freedom to innocence. The laws 
of Britain, in this reſpect, are adjuſted to 
the ſtandard of the laws of morality. Li- 
mitations and reſtrictions upon conduct, 
are eſſential to the peace of the world. 
The laws of God contain prohibitions 
and reſtrictions. The liberty where with 
Chriſt hath ſet us free, is not a liberty to 
ſin, but a deliverance from the bondage 
of corruption, the freedom of a blameleſs 
heart, and a converſation void of offence. 


The liberty of ſpeech and writing, is 
enjoyed by the people of this country in 
a degree far beyond what has ever elſe- 
where been known: and, God forgive and 
reclaim them, if they abuſe it ſo far, as to 
make the nation it{elf apprehend danger 
even from its freedom. The abuſe, is 

| treaſon 
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treaſon againſt liberty, and expoſes it ta 
the jealouſy of its beſt friends. The li- 
berty of ſpeech and writing is limited by 
bounds and reſtrictions, the ſame in ſub- 
ſtance as thoſe which apply to other parts 
of conduct. Every thing that is good, 
and every thing that is harmleſs, may be 
ſpoken or written. But, if men ſhall at 
any time employ theſe powers to defame 
their neighbours, and to rob them of their 
good name; or to excite ſedition and diſ- 
affection againſt the public weal, and ex- 
poſe to hazard or reproach that Conſtitu- 

tion on which depend the comforts which 
every one of us enjoy in civil ſociety, the 
law muſt there adminiſter its firm rebuke; 
for, if it did not, it would abdicate its 
proper office, of particular and general 
protection. This is conſtitutional doc- 
trine on the hberty of the preſs, which is 
clearly to be referred to the general ar- 
cle of liberty of conduct, and to be li- 

| | mited 
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ed ſtill—The people of N 
try enjoy the ſecurity of property. This 
benefit is poſſeſſed, in che fulleſt perfection, 


under a mixed government; ; Where the 
limitations of che Monarchy render it i- 
poſſible for the Prince to ſeize with the 
hand of power what belongs to a ſubjeR ; 
and where the farce of the Monarchy 
guards the People from being! plundered 
by one another. The entire ecurity of 
Property in this land, 1s the ſoul of com- 
fHIOLTSEHTH 
merce, gives induſtry its full operation, 
and forms that ſpring in the whole body 
"af ſociety, which makes the people happy, 


and the Nation great, 


14400 N 


One neceſſary conſequence of hi FIG 
rity of property, is, a diſtinction of ranks, 
founded bon the poſſeſſion of wealth in all 
different degrees. A man may be frugal; 
9 5 for 
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for his ſavings are his own. He may be 
active in buſineſs, he may lay his plans 
of enterprize, and purſue them without 
danger; for his gains are at his diſpoſal, 
and may raiſe to conſequence himſelf and 
his children. Why are ſome men rich ? 
it is, that they have gained their poſſeſ- 
ſions by induſtry; or, that their forefathers 
having been proſperous, have tranſmitted 
their gains to their deſcendants. Ought 
it not to be lawful for a poor man to be- 
come rich, if Providence ſhall put this in 
his power by honeſt means? All men 
cannot be rich; for wealth is a relative 
fituation. All men cannot be equal, but 
in a ſtate of univerſal poverty and miſery. 
From the ſecurity of property, and the 
various degrees of affluence in this coun- 
try, the beſt effects follow: There is em- 
ployment and there is bread for all; there 
is a certain competence here tendered, in 
Providence, to every man who is willing 
to work in his calling: the path of for- 
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tune is ſafe and open to the genius and 
exertion of youth; but there is no licence 
for the idle and worthleſs to MEE? the 
n of honeſt men 
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Let us ſee how the! people among us, 


vrho have of this world's goods, employ 


the affluence which they or their fathers 
have acquired. It cannot be ſaid that they 
uſe their advantage harſhly. The ſubjects 
of the Britiſh government ſurpaſs all the 


world, and all that hiſtory can tell, in hu- 


manity, compaſſion, and charity. Public 


_ eſtabliſhments» for the poor, the ſick, the 


orphans, the helpleſs of every deſeription, 
abound: among us, and are ſupported with 
a liberality which is unequalled : beſides 
the much greater extent to which private 
bounty is carried, for the ſupport and 
conſolation of the ſons and daughters of 
affliction. 


— brethren, is the ſtate of things 


24's Sf among 
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among us: and ſuch are the effects of our 
Conſtitution, in matters which we all per- 
fectly underſtand. In our religion, we are 
free; our perſons are ſafe: in action, ſpeech 
and writing, we are free to every thing 
but wrong; and our property is completely 
ſecure. Theſe are the bleſſings which the 
people of this land have enjoyed for above 
an hundred years, from the period of that 
memorable revolution, which was to our 
forefathers the gracious anſwer of their 
prayers to God; which was accompliſhed 
without violence, and without ſpilling one 
drop of human blood: and theſe are the 

bleſſings, of which the ſons of violence 
conſpire to bereave us; and for the pre- 
ſervation of which, we this day pour out 
our mann to _ God 1 our a 
II. We are to ebe che Grounds of 
Alarm at this ſeaſon. 
The aations are at war; and we have 
- GRE 29. been 
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been forced into the conteſt, againſt. an 
enemy which appears in a new character, 
and which acts upon maxims unknown 
to former ages. A great nation, whoſe 
ancient government needed reformation, - 
has deſtroyed, inſtead of limiting, its Mo- 
narchy; and inſtead of amending its 
Conſtitution, has diſſolved civil ſociety. 
The people have riſen up in phrenſy; 
they have relinquiſhed juſtice, both in its 
forms and its ſubſtance; they have made 
property the ſubject of pillage; they have 
levelled all ranks in the duſt; they have 
trodden humanity under foot; they have 
ſappreſled religion; they have diſclaimed 
immortality, and have publicly renounc- 
ed the Almighty. Had this been the 
whole of the caſe, we could have beheld 


their ſtate only with wonder and regret; 
11 we ſhould have mourned for the ſuffer- 
Ul] ings of broken families, and for the ca- 
ll lamities of a people over whom the worſt 
Ul men 6 the nation bad aſſumed the rule, 
i | ſpreading. 
Wi! 5 
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ſpreading around them on every fide ha- 
vock, deſolation and miſery. We ſhould 
have learned only to deprecate Republican 
government more earneſtly than ever, 
and to read more clearly the definition of 
a great Democratical Republic, that it is 
che government of criminals and profli- 
gates over the reſt of the community, for 
the mn of ee and deſtruction. 


"Ads the 1 of; ma not 1 
tisfied with having, ruined their .own 
country, have taken up the zeal of proſe- 
They conquered Savoy, and forced their 
gifts upon a reluctant and peaceful people. 

They ſet at nought the law of nations, 
and the rights of other ſtates to enjoy 
their on Conſtitutions in quiet. They 
paſſed a decree of Fraternity, as it was 
termed, offering aid to diſaffected people 
in all countries againſt their rulers; they 


made apparent thoſe views of univerſal 
| . 
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hoſtility, and of the ſubverſion of all go- 
Ul | vernments, which one of their leaders, 
" before his death, avowed in theſe terms: 
Ul © That their object was to ſet fire to the 
| 0 „ four corners of Europe, and to raiſe 
1 * every where the governed againſt their 
4 | * governors, by the force of equality.” 
Wl In purſuance of this object, they poured 
[! | their miſſionaries. by hundreds into Eng- 
| | land, as well as into the neighbouring 
| States, to form conſpiracies with every 
deſperate and diſcontented man; to bring 

factious and fimple people together in 

clubs, in every corner of the land ; to di- 

ſtribute money to the profligate; to dupe 

the ignorant, and to harangue on the be- 

nefits of equality, levelling, and anarchy. 

When theſe preparations were deemed to 

| be in ſufficient forwardneſs, they openly 

on | undertook to ſecond the work of the mil- 

| fionaries by arms. They invaded Holland 

| with a powerful army ; and they declared 
"iff war againſt the Britiſh nation, to compel 

an 
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an acquieſcence in the doctrines of Demo- 
cracy; and to plant that Fatal Tree, whoſe 
leaves are ſteeped in blood, and which is 
the emblem only of the liberty of mur- 
derers, to ſtab, to burn, and to extermi- 
nate! [OE OLA * 24d 


Thus has war been forced upon us. 
We have been compelled, by the laſt ne- 
ceſſity, to draw the {word in ſelf-defence. 
This war reſembles no former conteſt, in 
its principles or objects. It is not for the 
acquiſition or protection of foreign terri- 
tory; it is not for redreſs of particular 
wrongs, or the ſupport of national ho- 
nour: It is for national exiſtence, that we 
arm. It is for Religion againſt Atheiſm; 
for juſtice and ſecurity againſt univerſal 
depredation; for humanity againſt 'bar-' 
barous cruelty 5 for ſocial order; for le- 
gal freedom; for all that diſtinguiſhes 
men in civil ſociety, from a band of rob- 
bers, or an Horde of ſavages, The Bri- 

tiſh 


Len l 
tiſh ſword is drawn in the cauſe of God, 
and of our country; and in defence of 
our lives, our nen and wer all.” WA 


1 
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While the cbuftry is to be v protetecd 


by its force, it is fit chat the people ſhould 


be on their guard againſt the deluſive 


theories which are propagated by inteſ- 
tine foes, who wiſh for the day of evil, 


and are faithleſs to the Iand which has 
ſheltered 'and fed them. Their infidious 
purpoſes increaſe the alarm of this ſeaſon, 


The pupils, the confederates, or the ſuc- 
ceſſors of the French miſſionaries, are of 
different claſſes. They are underſtood to 
conſiſt of bold adventurers, who are hired 


to miſchief by foreign gold; of men ruin- 
ed by their folly, who thirſt for the ſpoils 
of their country ; and of ignorant perſons, 


who are wiſe in their own coriceit, and 
"confirmed in the deluſion; by the flatter- 
ing ſpeeches of artful incendiaries. It is 
to be hoped that their numbers are. few. 


To 
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Tozthemj1twauld be to no purpoſe to ad- 
dreſs from this place the words of exhor- 
tation. But the prophet Iſaiah, in the 
roth verſe of this chapter, has deſcribed 
the conduct of certain perſons, of whom 
ſome are to be found in every age; and TI 
leave to their conſciences to make the ap- 
pPlication. Let favour be ſhewwed: to the 
wicked, yet will he not learn righteouſneſs : 
in the land of uprightneſs will he deal un- 
juſtly, and null not bebold the majeſty of the 
Lord. | | 


III. Me are to conſider the Grounds of 
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in a ad cauſe we may nds 
hope for the Divine protection. The na- 
tions are in the hand of Providence; and 
the great Father of us all is ever attentive 
to the intereſts of righteouſneſs, and of the 
kingdom of Chriſt among men. No wea- 
pon that 1s formed againſt his kingdom 
N | EE ſhall 


— 
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ſhall finally proſper. Our enemies have 
diſclaimed that aid of Heaven, which we, 
with the united ſupplications of a whole 


. 


people, this day invoke. They have ſaid, 


| as the Heathen perſecutors reproached the 


ſuffering Chriſtians, © You ſee how power- 
© ful we are become under our own gods; 

* while your God does not deliver you 
* from” our wrath.“ The vaunt was but 
recent, when the empire fell to pieces, 
and Chriſtianity v was 1 Je to victory, and to 
88 | 


Our cauſe is ſuch, ſo cane with 
the intereſts of order, morality, and reli- 
gion upon earth, that nothing but our 
own fins can make us apprehenſive of the 
event. It is meet to be ſaid unto God, 
We have ſinned, we have borne chaſtiſe- 
ment, and will not offend any more. This 
is at the preſent moment our ſolemn na- 
tional profeſſion: let it be ſincere; let re- 


formation follow contrition ; let us uni- 
verſally 


— 


EN 
verfally return to God with full purpoſe 
of heart, to reſpect his ordinances, to fear 
his name, to keep his commandments, 
to hold the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in a good conſcience, to obferve with 
principle and affection our civil, moral, 
and religious duties; and the anſwer of 
our prayers is already delivered from hea« 
ven, and recorded in the -book of inſpi- 
ration, At what inflant 7 ſhall ſpeak con- 
cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, 
to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy 
it : If that nation, againſt whom TI have pro- 
nounced, turn from their evil, I will repent 
of the evil that I thought to do unto them 
And at what inflant T ſhall ſpeaſ concerning 
a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build 
and to plant it: I it do evil in my fight, that 
it obey nat my voice, then will I repent of the 
good wherewith Ifaid I would benefit tbem *. 


Our hope in x the Divine mercy and pro 
E 2 tection 
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tection may be animated by the recollec- 
tion of the many deliverances which this 
nation has in former times obtained from 


the hand of God, The whole ſum of bleſſ- 


ings which we enjoy as a people, our re- 
ligious liberties and our civil freedom, 
were acquired by a ſeries of diſpenſations 
in the loving-kindneſs of our heavenly, 
Father. We were diſtinguiſhed among 
the nations who received the light of the 
reformation at its firſt dawning in Europe, 
and we ſoon enjoyed it under the ſecurity 
of law: and Britain has been long ho- 
noured, by holding the fituation of the 
bulwark of the reformed churches. Our 
civil liberties grew under the foſtering 
hand of Providence, and have been regu- 
larly and remarkably preſerved from the 
effects of every domeſtic conſpiracy which 
has been formed, and of every foreign 
power which has ariſen againſt them. 
May we not confide in His favour who is 


the God of our fathers, that His mercy 
will 
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will be with their children for deliver- 


ance ? | | 


It is permitted to us, under God, to 
look alſo to the inſtruments which are to 
be employed for good to us and ours. 
Britain is at this moment in the full vi- 
gour of its ſtrength. Our fleets, which 
the enemy has not dared to meet on the 
ocean, are manned with ſailors; ſuch as 
the country of commercial freedom only 
can produce. Our armies, numerous, diſ- 
ciplined, and well appointed, are ani- 
mated by the generous intrepidity which 
the Conſtitution inſpires; and glow with 
zeal in the great Cauſe, to turn the battle 
from our gates. The Conſtitution itſelf, 
the vital ſpring of all, ſtands ſupported by 
the united fidelity of the Three Eſtates of 
the Legiſlature, and by the loyalty, by 
the lives and fortunes of a great people. 


There is in the people of this nation a 
fund 
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fand of good principles and of good ſenſe, 
by which the public welfare is guarded 
in the moſt tempeſtuous ſeaſons : they 
know their duty to their God, to their 
King, to their Country; to themſelves, and 


to their children. They know their inte- 


reſt, in preferring the tried bleſſings of 
law and good order, to the perils and m1ſ- 
chiefs of raſh innovation : they know the 
value of the glorious fabric which has 
been reared for them : and they turn with 
indignation from the ſtrange counſel of 
men who bid them ſet fire to the houſe 
of their paternal inheritance. The people 
of this country love their Conſtitution : 


it is their own, it is their home, it is their 


glory: and their loyalty 1 1s thus ſecured 
by the triple bond of their principles, 
their intereſts, and their affections. 


IV. We are to conſider the Means of 
Safety. 


It 
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It is not intended to diſcuſs in this 
place the duties of office, the high obli- 
gations to vigilance, courage, and zeal, - 
which the times peculiarly impreſs on ru- 
lers, legiſlators, judges, and magiſtrates. 
Theſe ſituations are happily filled by en- 
lightened and faithful men, who love 
their country, are active in its intereſt, 
and fully enjoy its confidence. But there 
are means of ſafety which reſt with the 
people individually and collectively; and 
to theſe let our attention be earneſtly 
turned. The firſt of theſe means, 1s, that 
with one heart and one voice, we ſhould 
approach the throne of Grace, in earneſt 
ſupplication, that the Lord of Hoſts may 
be on our fide. We have grounds to 
hope for his aid ; but it muſt be prayed 
for, with fervour, and with perſeverance. 
As, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye ſhall 
find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 
you, The Almighty will protect the na- 
tion, and will be glorified as its Saviour ; 


it 


if in trouble they viſit him, and pour out 4 
prayer when his chaſtening is upon them. 
The aid of God is to be ſought, not mere- 
ly by words, but, according to the terms 
of his moral adminiſtration, by returning 


fully and permanently to his ſervice. — 


Wherefore, let the contrition which we 
this day expreſs, be, with all ranks of 
men, the germ of repentance unto life. 
This 1s the legitimate Reform, which 
will work out the protection of our pri- 
vileges, and our national felicity. Let 
us ſearch into the real defects in our 
hearts and lives, inſtead of the 1maginary 
imperfections of Government. Let the 
people become friends to themſelves, by 
piety and virtue, inſtead of liſtening to 


thoſe falſe friends, who would teach them 


to be diſcontented with their bleſhngs, 
and ungrateful to the providence of God. 
If the men who think themſelves qualifi- 
ed to reform ſyſtems of Government, 
. ould give Morality the precedence of 
Politics, 


20 
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Politics, and ſeriouſly ſet about their per- 
ſonal reformation in the firſt inſtance, 
perhaps they might find work ſufficient 
to engage their attention. From this plan 
of reform, they would derive eſſential be- 
nefit; they would forego the inclination 
to injure their country, and might, in 
proceſs of time, regain the eſteem of ho- 
neſt men. But whatever others may do, 
for us, and our families, let us ſerve the 
Lord. Let his ordinances be diligently 
obſerved. In our churches, in our fami- 
lies, in our cloſets, let us wait upon him; 
and have our converſation in the world, 
not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 
of God. True religion advances a na- 
tion, both by a direct operation in pro- 
curing the bleſſing of God, and by an 
inſtrumental operation in making men 
faithful to their ſocial and civil obliga- 
tions. Our return to God, therefore, i im- 
plies, or leads our return to virtue. If 


W bas prevailed, It ought now to be 
ö replaced 
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replaced by ſimplicity and temperance. 


I inordinate expence has been in faſhion, 


men ought-now to be. frugal, that they 
may be able to be juſt, and to abound in 
good works. If folly has come forward 
with our proſperity, let. us become wiſe 
in this our day. If impiety has appeared 
in our land, let it be renounced. and done 
away for ever. Thus ſhall: the ſources of 
corruption be cut off;—the cauſes: which 
induce national decay ſhall ceaſe to affect 
our country ;—and the grounds of the 
Divine judgements, in the ſins of the peo- 
ple, will be removed. 


In che preſent criſis of public affairs, it 


is neceſſary that there ſhould be, through- 


out the community, a peculiar vigilance, 
and a peculiar exertion. Men, individu- 
ally, ought to attend diligently to what 
paſſes around them; to diſcourage the 
promoters of edition; to be jealous of 
the ſmooth language and inſidious arts of 
the 
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the malecontents; to give their counte- 
nance and ſupport to the friends of pub- 
lic order; to animate and confirm one 
another, in a determined and intrepid at- 
tachment to the Conſtitution. Let the e- 
nemies of our quiet ſee, that a great peo- 
ple are not to be intimidated by the 
threats, nor ſilenced by the clamours of 
diſaffection: that they will look ſedition 
in the face, and challenge its title, on this 
ſoil: that the nation, with one heart and 
ſoul, will guard its Conſtitution, and will 
{ay, with the dignity of free men, This was 
our fathers'; it is ours; and it ſhall be our 
children's, if it pleaſe God: for we will 
not ſurrender it to the force of men; we 
will not ſuffer it to be betrayed; we have 
hearts and hands to defend it.“ | 


It is further neceſſary, that we ſhould 
diligently train up the riſing generation 
in the ſame | ſentiments ; for a ſpirit of | 
malignity has paſſed over the land, and 

1 | ſown 


[ 46 ] 
lown the ſeeds of the poiſonous tree. 
An enem y hath done this, We are warned, 
and may in our day eſcape from the dan- 
ger; but the ſeeds may vegetate, and grow 
up in fecret after many days, and realize 
thoſe evils in another generation, which 
we are now ſo anxious to avoid, Let 
loyalty, and reverence for the Conſtitu- 
tion, enter ſeriouſly into parental inſtruc- 
tion, Let the youth be taught to fear 
God, to honour the King, to offer up 
prayers and interceſſions for all in lawful 
authority; that our defcendants, as well as 
we, may lead quiet and peaceable lives in 
all godlineſs and honeſty, For their be- 
nefit and our own, we this day cheerful- 
ly obey the commands of out gracious So- 
vereign, to offer up our national ſuppli- 
cations before God Almighty.—Therefore 
"alfe- now ſaith the Lord, Turn ye even to me 
zoith all your heart, and with faſting, and 
Sith weeping, and with mourning. And 
fend your hearts and not your garments, and 6, 
. | turn 
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L 47 ] | 
turn unto the Lord your God: for he is gra- 


cious and merciful, flow to anger, and of 
great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil, 
Blow the trumpet in Zion, ſan#ify a faſt, 

call a ſolemn aſſembly. Gather the people : 

 fandtify the congregation : aſſemble the elders - 
gather the children, and thoſe that ſuth tbe 
 breafts + let the bridegroom go forth of his 
chamber, and the bride out of her cloſet. 
Let the priefts, the miniſters of the Lord, 
avceþ between the porch and the altar, and 
let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine heritage to reproach, that the 
heathen ſhould rule over them: wherefore 

ſhould they ſay among the people, where is 
their God? Then will the Lord be jealous 
for his land, and will pity his people *. 
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